THA Board Statement on Emerald Ash Borers
As most of you are aware Emerald Ash Borers (EABs) have been found on South Main Street in Hudson.  EABs are a larvae/insect that attacks and, over a period of time, will kill ash trees.  Towbridge development has numerous ash trees that were planted by the Arborist along the east and south sides of Port Chester Drive.  The THA Board has had discussions with the Hudson Arborist, the Assistant Director of Hudson Public Works and several tree services.  Below is a summary of what we have learned-

-There are at least four methods that can be used, individually or in combination, to treat ash trees for EABs.

-Treatments can be done before or after trees are infected with EABs.
-Treating trees too soon is not cost effective, however, since EABs have been discovered within 15 miles of Towbridge now would be an appropriate time to treat.

-Treating trees that are infected may prevent trees from dying, though trees that are more than 50% dead are not likely to survive.
-No one treatment has proven to be 100% effective in controlling EABs and the required treatment will likely change as the infestation progresses.
-Trees will have to be treated for the foreseeable future as EABs will remain in the area.

-There are treatments that homeowners can apply annually at an approximate cost of $10/tree/year

-There are tree services that will perform similar treatments at an approximate cost of $30/tree/year.  

-Both of the above estimates are based on trees that are 5 inches in diameter, the approximate size of the trees along Port Chester Drive.

-The trees along Port Chester Drive are in the city right of way, however, the city of Hudson has no plans to treat them.  

-Homeowners may elect to treat these and any other ash trees on their property and the Hudson Arborist requests that you inform him if you chose to do so. 
-At this time the city plans to remove any trees in the right of way that are dead or dying, grind the stump and if funds permit they will replace the tree with a different species.
-There are no plans to replace the trees along Port Chester Drive with a single species as currently is the case.

-At this time the city does not plan to remove any healthy trees, though if city council were to authorize it, they could take that step.  This has been done in other areas of the country.

Based on the above facts, the THA Board cannot recommend for or against individual homeowners treating their trees.  If homeowners elect to treat their trees the THA Board cannot recommend any particular type of treatment.  The THA Board would recommend that if homeowners elect to attempt to treat their trees this fall would be the time to start.  For more information on EABs and treatment methods see articles linked at www.towbridge.org.  
If you need help in identifying ash trees on your property contact David Shafer at 330-650-0071.

